
Church of the River Calendar 
Quotation of the Week 

“I am sometimes taken aback by how people can have a 
miserable day or get angry because they feel cheated by a 
bad meal, cold coffee, a social rebuff, or a rude reception.” 
    -Nassim Nicholas Taleb 
 
Tuesday, May 11 
10:30 p.m. The Alliance will meet at the Dixon Gallery to 
 view the glass exhibit “Anything But Clear” and then 
 have lunch at the Botanic Garden.  All are welcome. 
 
Wednesday, May 12 
2:00 p.m.  Shakespeare Readers will meet at the main 
 library.  For more information call Gale Mason at 
 725-7924. 
7:30 p.m. Choir Practice in the Sanctuary. 
 
Thursday, May 13 
6:00 p.m. The Board of Trustees will meet in the Beacon 
 Room. 
 
Sunday, May 16 
9:30 a.m. The Quest Group will meet in the Beacon Room 
 to consider “The Bible—Down & Dirty” 
10:00 a.m. Questions of Faith will be discussing UU 
 Elevator Speeches.”  How do we best respond to 
 inquiries about our stand on abortion, death, 
 welfare, justice, immigration, prayer, guns?  Please 
 come and add your expertise. 
 Religious Education for High School students 
 Childcare for infants and preschoolers.  
11:00 a.m. Worship Service in the Sanctuary 
 Religious Education for kindergarten—Grade 8 
noon Coffee Hour in the Mississippi River Room. 
 Congregational Meeting in the Sanctuary 
12:30 p.m.  The Lunch Bunch will meet at La Baguette in 
 the Chickasaw Oaks Plaza at 3088 Poplar Ave. 
 
Wednesday, May 19 
7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice in the Sanctuary 
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THE MEMPHIS 

UNITARIAN 

Laretha Randolph will be the Care Coordinator in Ma y. 
You can reach Laretha at 682-4559. 

Announcements from the Children’s Ministry 
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The Dedication of Rigby Clark  Congregational Meeti ng  Redbirds Sunday 
 

SERMON: “Our American Feminist:  Margaret Fuller” 
 

Born May 23, 1810, Sarah Margaret Fuller became a leading Unitarian figure of her day.  Important to the 
Transcendentalist movement, friend of Emerson, public intellectual, and a major change agent for the place of 
women in American society, we celebrate her 200th birthday. 

 
The Rev. Burton Carley will deliver the sermon at t he eleven o'clock service �

Congregational Meeting Sunday, May 16 
The meeting will be immediately after the worship service 
and childcare will be available.  The 2010 nominating com-
mittee will present their slate of candidates for the Board of 
Trustees and the 2011 nominating committee and the con-
gregation will vote on them. (Slate: Page 3) The minister 
and the DRE will give “State of the Church” reports. 
Any member eighteen years of age or older contributing at 
least ten dollars, of record, to the support of the church 
after February 16, 2009 and before February 16, 2010 will 
be eligible to vote at this meeting. 
 
Those reserving Redbirds tickets for 
May 16 can pick-up and pay ($11) this 
Sunday.  See David Jennings in the 
choir loft after church.  He would really 
appreciate your having the right 
change. 
 
If you are not going to the game after 
the congregational meeting, you may want to attend the 
Hospitality Hub Open House.  It’s their third anniversary! 
They invite you to come and see the amazing work that is 
happening at the Hub.  The address is 146 Jefferson Ave.  
Light refreshments will be served. (see page 3) 



� The Information Age was supposed to be a liberating phenomenon for 
humanity.  It is true that the invention of the printing press democratized knowledge 
and fueled revolutionary forces like the Protestant Reformation from which our 
religious movement sprang. Pandora’s Box was opened and what had been the 
special domain of the few became available for the many.   
Translate the Latin Bible into a vernacular language and its interpretation multiplies 
beyond the ability of any one group to control it.  The computer and the Internet have 
likewise made accessible a vast library of information that nations with authoritarian 
structures find very inconvenient. 
 We are only now, however, beginning to understand the down side of the 
information explosion.  As it turns out the link between information and 

understanding has a fault line. In his book The Black Swan, Nassim Taleb relates the fire hydrant experiment. Show two 
groups of people a blurry image of a fire hydrant. The lack of clarity makes it impossible to identify the image.  For one group 
the resolution is increased slowly in ten steps.  For the other group the resolution is increased faster in five steps.  When 
both groups arrive at an identical image of the hydrant they are asked to identify what they see.  The members of the group 
that saw fewer intermediate steps along the way are likely to recognize the hydrant much faster. 
 What does this mean?  The more information you give someone, the more possibilities they will formulate along the 
way to account for that information.  Moving in many different directions at once with a variety of hypotheses, and unable to 
distinguish between random noise and useful information, they become less capable of understanding what is relevant about 
the data.  The problem is the tendency toward confirmation bias and belief perseverance. Once an opinion is developed with 
weak evidence, our brains naturally search for what confirms that opinion while rejecting what contradicts it; and we would 
prefer to keep our opinions rather than going to all the bother of reversing them. 
 This has implications for media outlets that shape information in one direction for our established opinions and 
beliefs; especially for the capacity of citizens to actually have a conversation and dialogue about anything. But the important  
thing for us to remember is that the increase of information does not lead to an increase in understanding. Piling on 
information can be toxic to understanding the import of that information. It is just one more reason to get up in the morning 
and look into the mirror and say, “I might be wrong.”  In the Information Age prudence is a virtue useful for our survival.  
Empirical evidence for accepting that what we don’t know can be more important than that what we do know, reminds us that 
humility is essential to our spiritual health.  bc 
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Healing thoughts go out to Donna Sue 
Shannon  who is having surgery May 11. 
She expects to be home recuperating on 
Wednesday the 12th. 

Writer’s Workshop 
Turning Memories into Memoirs 
Living Long and Other Stories of Today 
Saturday, May 15th, 2010 
1-3:30 p.m.  
It’s Free. It’s Fun. 
Tunica Museum 
Tunica, MS 38676 
COME WRITE WITH US! 
Contact Dr. Rachell Anderson 
Rander5022@Wildblue.net 

SUPERHERO TRAINING ACADEMY 
JUNE 7-11 
1-5 P.M. 
KIDS 5-12 
 
Neshoba UU Church 7350 Raleigh-Lagrange Rd. 
Cordova, TN 38018 
 
Registration is open 
until May 23. 
 
Brochures are avail-
able on the welcom-
ing table or you can 
go to the website 
www.neshobauu.org 
and click on the link 
in the bottom right 
hand corner that 
says Superhero 
Training academy. 
 
They are also looking for some volunteers, so if any junior 
or senior high folks are interested, please call Sarah Os-
borne at 849-9696 or email superherosummer-
camp@gmail.com 

to Bob Deininger for a gift to the 
Music Fund in memory of his wife, 
Margaret Monday, May 10th is 

Church of the River 
(CORmeals) appre-
ciation day at MIFA!   
 
Bill Landers and 
Betty Turner 
(stalwarts of COR-
meals) accept the 
proclamation which 
says  
 
“A Day of Hope - May 
10, 2010 -  
 
In honor of The 
Church of the River 
and the CORmeals 
program.” 

KROGER AND SCHNUCKS CARDS 
 
If you do not have a Kroger card or Schnucks card from the 
COR please get one from Cindy Sakaan, our Director of 
Religious Education the next time you are down here. 
 
And if you DO have a Kroger card and/or a Schnucks card 
from the COR please use it every chance you get.  It  
doesn’t cost you a cent and it earns the Religious Education 
Department of the church $$$$$$$.   
 
Actually using your Schnucks card can earn you money at 
the gas pump.  The last time I filled up at the Schnucks gas 
pump I got .30 per gallon off.  These days that is nothing to 
sneeze at. 

Soup for the Soul   
 
Our women’s evening group will meet at the home of Lare-

tha Randolph, 258 W Cherry Circle on May 
27th.  There will be no program.  Gathering 
at 6:30 and supper at 7:15.   
 
Please let Laretha know what you are 
bringing for the pot luck supper.  You can 
touch base with her at 682-4559. 



THE MEMPHIS UNITARIAN 
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THE FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF MEMPHIS 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, May 16, 2010 
12:00 Noon at the Church 

 
��������� �

�
The 2010 Nominating Committee (Pam Branham, and Gwynne Woodward) presents the following slate of candi-
dates for elective positions in the church: 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES:   Four positions for a 3 year term. 
 
New Members of the Board for election to first 3-ye ar term (vote for two) 
 

ROBYN MAXWELL – Robyn is a Memphis native with an interesting secular upbringing.  Her father was an 
ordained Baptist minister who later became atheist.  Her mother was a Methodist. She attended Episcopal 
school during the week and the Methodist church on Sundays.  This diversity of religious influence makes her a 
natural for our church.  She and her family have attended since 2001.  Robyn went to UT-Knoxville where she 
met her husband, Jack. They moved to midtown Memphis in 1990, and have two young children, ages 6 and 
10.  Robyn teaches math at Bartlett High School.  She is committed to serving the church.  She has taught in 
the Sunday school program, has donated vacation stays to the church auction, and is active in the Junior Sup-
per Club.  The popular annual Swim Party is held in the Maxwell’s back yard. Robyn is important to our diverse 
church life and welcomes this opportunity to serve on the Board of Trustees. 
 
WAYNE SHANNON– Wayne has a long and rich history with our church.  He has been a church members 
since 1991 and has served on or chaired many different committees, including but not limited to: the canvass 
team, the auction committee and the Adopt-a-School program with Hawkins Mill Elementary.  In addition 
Wayne has taught in the church school and has served on several guidance committees that have developed 
long-range church policies.  Wayne is married to Donna Sue Shannon.  They have four children and six 
grands. He is a life and leadership coaching consultant through his company, Breakthrough Excellence.  
Wayne is a graduate of Leadership Memphis and the Leadership Institute of the University of Memphis.  He 



has a Masters degree in counseling and is a certified Franklin Covey coach.  When Wayne is not working for the 
church or himself, he volunteers with Playhouse, the Mid-South Food Bank or Literacy MidSouth.  Wayne has 
been a vital force in our church.  He welcomes the opportunity of continued service as a church trustee. 
 

Existing Member of the Board for election to second  3 year term (vote for one) 
 
FRANK FOURMY – Frank and his wife Carol joined the Church in 2001.  He works for FedEx Express as a Sr. 
Communications Specialist.  Frank has been a member of the OASIS planning committee, building and 
grounds, Auction and is currently on the Board of Trustees, the Publicity Committee and the Welcoming Com-
mittee. 
 

New Member of the Board for election to second 3 ye ar term (vote for one) 
   
BOBBY WALTON – Bobby was born in Memphis and grew up in Hughes, Arkansas.  He attended Arkansas 
State University and is a U.S. Army veteran.  In 1970, he entered the cotton merchandising industry which is 
how he came to live in Memphis.  Bobby is now president and CEO of his own firm, Walcot Trading Company.  
Bobby serves on the boards of several business groups and has mentored cotton school students through Rho-
des College. Bobby and his wife Nancy have attended our church since 2003. He is active in many church 
groups including acting as co-chair of the Canvass Committee and chair of the Outdoor Adventure Club.  Bobby 
and Nancy have grown children in Memphis and Colorado.  He is looking forward to being a candidate for the 
Board of Trustees and if elected will be taking the place of Alice Fleming who is moving to Nashville. 

 
TREASURER:  One-year term, (vote for 1) 
 

BOB LLOYD – Bob is from the Chicago area where he attended Catholic grade school. (Bob claims he is still 
recovering from that experience).  After high school, he went to the University of Wisconsin where he received 
his undergraduate degree and an MS in economics and sociology.  For his MBA, he ventured south to the Uni-
versity of New Orleans, where he met Kim. They married and have two daughters aged 11 and 13.  In 2004, 
Bob accepted a business analyst post at Morgan Keegan’s headquarters in Memphis.  By 2007, the family was 
attending our church on a regular basis.  Bob has served on the Canvass committee and will chair the team next 
year.  He is active in the Outdoor Adventure Club and the Junior Supper Club.  Bob welcomes the opportunity to 
serve as treasurer of the board of trustees. 

 
TRUSTEE FOR ENDOWMENT TRUST FUND 
 
 One Position for 5 year term (Vote for 1)    TBA 
 
THE 2011 NOMINATING COMMITTEE:   Three positions for 1 year term (vote for 3) 
 

1. RACHELL ANDERSON – I joined the COR in 2008 after retiring from my Clinical Psychology practice and 
professorship at the University of Illinois and moving to Tunica Mississippi in August, 2008.  I had been a 
member of the Abraham Lincoln UU Congregation in Springfield, Illinois since 1974 and of the Unitarian 
Church in Rockford for 6 years prior to that. In both churches I committed to service and did whatever 
needed to be done.  Since retirement I have volunteered 4 clinical hours a week at the Church Health Cen-
ter and I teach the Writers’ Workshop at the Tunica Museum.  At COR, I’ve met some wonderful people 
and serve as president of the Alliance.  I live on the farm in Tunica County where I have a very large ex-
tended family.  I am the mother of three grown children and have four grandchildren. 

2. KRISTI BAUER – I came to the church in 1986 while still in college at U of M.  I met my husband Ken at the 
church while teaching both of his kids in their Kindergarten class.  This was the first of many years teaching 
in the religious education program. I have also served on the auction committee.  I have been in marketing 
and advertising most of my career.  I am an artist currently showing in TN, Mississippi and Florida.  I have 
one child, Reeves and two step children, Alyson and Hans. 

3. ANNE MATHES – Anne was raised a Catholic.  She shied from organized religion as a young person.  As 
an adult, she found herself at COR.  She joined in 1990.  Burton performed her marriage to Joel Reisman 
in 1992. Their adopted son was welcomed into the church in 2001.  Anne is an attorney with Baker Donel-
son, et.al., and has been an active church volunteer.  She has served on several committees including the 
auction party, the Canvass committee, the compensation team and the Church School.  Anne has been an 
active force in the growth of our church and is happy to be a candidate for the Nominating Committee. 

4. CATHARINE McDONALD – I came to Memphis 21 years ago to go to Rhodes.  I decided sophomore year 
to transfer to Memphis State to go to Nursing School.  I have been a nurse for 15 years during which time I 
have moved into a nurse leader position with Methodist Healthcare.  I am married to Jeff and have 3 great 
kids …Cameron – 14, Grace – 11 and Davis – 9.  We began attending COR in 2006 and after one visit we 
were all hooked. We are so happy to have found a place where there is deep thought, invigorating discus-
sion and abundant tolerance.  This is the place I have sought all my life.  I currently serve on the Children’s 
Ministry Team and am the co-sponsor of the Middle School Adventure Club.  It is my pleasure to serve 
COR and its members in any way I can. 

5. MEREDITH PAGE – Meredith is a native Memphian who grew up in Mississippi.  She was raised as an 
Episcopalian.  In 2001 she began attending our church.  She is married to Carlisle Page and has one 
grown daughter in Texas.  Meredith’s professional life has included all facets of nursing.  She has served 
our church on several committees including the auction party, the gardening group, the soup kitchen, the 
River Chimers (until her elbow gave out) and she has taught our Sunday school children.  Meredith has 
been a vital component of our church.  She is best recognized as a member of a middle-eastern dance 
troupe who has performed at many auction parties.  Meredith looks forward to serving on the Nominating 
Committee. 

6. TARYN SPAKE – Taryn is currently an elementary librarian at Snowden School.  She has been a member 
of the church for just a few years but a frequent visitor for many. (She adds: when the last of her immediate 
Jewish family died, she joined!)  She has given her time as a Sunday School teacher.  She enjoys being in 
the Supper Club.  She enjoys running and biking in her free time.  She is married to Jim, and together they 
have 1 son, Eli, who is 13.   


