
Church of the River Calendar 
Quotation of the Week 

“The life of the spirit, our capacity for appreciative 
awareness, comes down to this — seeing gratefully.   
 —bc (20-21st century Unitarian theologian) 
 
Tuesday, November 24 
7:30 p.m. Choir Practice in the Sanctuary. 
 
Thursday November 26 & Friday November 26 the 
church office is closed for the Thanksgiving Holida y. 
 
Sunday, November 29 
9:30 a.m. The Quest Group will meet in the Beacon 
 Room to consider “The Bible-Down & Dirty.” 
10:00 a.m. Questions of Faith will continue discussion of 
 The Evolution of God by Robert Wright. 
 11:00 a.m. Worship Service in the Sanctuary 
 Childcare for infants and preschoolers 
Noon Coffee will be served in the Mississippi River Room 
12:30 The Lunch Bunch will meet at the Tastee Buffet at 
 Poplar Plaza. 
 
Tuesday, December 1 
7:30 p.m. Choir Practice in the sanctuary. 
 
Saturday, December 5 
1-4:00 p.m. Nifty Gifty in the Mississippi River Room. 
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SERMON:  “Time Out ” 

 
 We do it as a teaching method for the young but it is also important for the health of our spiritual lives. 

 
The Rev. Burton Carley will deliver the sermon at t he eleven o’clock service 

THE MEMPHIS 

UNITARIAN 

The Care Coordinator for November is Alice Fleming.   
You can reach Alice at 755-3418 or  
Fleming.Alice@gmail.com  

Announcements from the Children’s Ministry 
 
Our annual Stone Soup Feast was celebrated in true multi-
generational style on Sunday. Thank you children for the 
bread, adults for the soup, fruit salad, and desserts. Thank 
you “hospitality, junior” team for directing and serving. 
Thank you cooks for showing the children the stones as 
they simmered. “We shall never go hungry again, now that 
we know how to make soup from stones.” 
 
This Sunday, November 29, is a Family Worship Day. 
Childcare will be provided for younger children in the nurs-
ery and pre-school classroom. All other children and youth 
are invited to worship with the congregation in the sanctu-
ary at 11:00. 
 
Our Whole Lives will not meet this Sunday but resumes 
Dec. 6. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

Nifty Gifty,  our annual day of gift making is December 5, 
from 1-4 in the Mississippi River Room. 
 
Adults are needed to help children make gifts; children are 
needed to make the season bright.  RSVP to Cindy at 526-
8631 or by email  drecsakaan@aol.com 

Many thanks to those 
who have made their 
pledges for 2010. 
 
If you have NOT made 
your pledge yet, please 
do so by calling Margaret  
Park in the church office 
(526-8631) or emailing 
the church office at  

    UURiver@aol.com  



    Speckled light baths the yellow-brown leaves, last vestiges of the au-
tumnal shedding.  This momentary window imbued with everything fa-
miliar sparkled with a uncommon illumination.  Sun beams catch the 
leaves and they flash like the diamond reflecting light on the rippled sea. 
    A woodpile inhabits the "V" space between two long oaks, the re-
mains of a fallen ash.  Stillness allows the precarious leaves above to 
remain for another day.  Below the carpet of fallen comrades seem to 
offer encouragement like a parent urging the child on the diving board, 
reassuring the reluctant remnants that the floating, swaying swirl of 

a dive will end well in the cushion prepared for them.  
    We also hang on at times knowing what is inevitable and not willing to submit yet.  Any kind of re-
prieve feels like sweet grace, and no bargain seems without merit.  There is the fear of falling, the dizzy view, 
the stomach turned over and inside out.  That is when the touch, the smile, the word of reassurance, gives 
courage and despite fate we can release ourselves knowing we are not alone. 
   So autumn comes to remind us of our vulnerability, of our fragile place in the beauty of things, and how pre-
cious each waking moment is.  A sweet sorrow comes with this time, full and empty at the same time, and we 
grope for the only words that seem possible to escape our lips, our affirmation and hope.  Trembling out 
in prayerful voice we say "thank you" and "catch me."   bc 
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OUTREACH NEWS Donations for our Soup Kitchen are 
needed and appreciated.  Make checks out to the church 
and note it is for the “soup kitchen”.   

Reminder:  Please send photographs taken at church 
events so that the banner on the church web site home 
page can be updated more regularly.  For editing purposes, 
close-ups of people are best.  Thank you! 
 Linda Goodwin-Parkinson 
 lindakgoodwin@comcast.net 

Tech Tip from your Web Site Servants 
Did you know that from the church home page, you can 

click and go 19 places?  What are they? 
General Information category 
What’s Happening category 
Religious Education category 
Groups   category 
History   category 
Newsletter—archive including the Orders of Service 
Order of Service archive 
Twitter 
Facebook 
News archive 
SermonCast—archive and subscription 
Details on Upcoming events 
The Full Calendar—Subscribe and open file in your own 
calendar program 
UUA 
American Guild of English Handbell Ringers 
Web Site Development 
Email the church 
Email the church web site servants (John & Linda Goodwin-
Parkinson 

STONE SOUP—MAGICAL MIX  
 
It comes around every year and each time seems better 
than the last.  Those stones have had quite a work out 
through the years, but it’s the people who make the soup 
delicious, those willing helpers who put it together.  This 
year’s soup dinner was assembled by Sharen Schulz, 
Ginger Wheat, Katy Spurlock, Cindy Sakaan, Lesley 
Gunther, Pam Branham, Carol Straughn and Barbara 
Burch.  And for the second year, the children of this won-
derful place have offered their assistance to our commu-
nal offering. 
 
The other parts of creating this fabled tale are the people 
who enter the Mississippi River Room doors, lured by 
the delicious aromas wafting from within.  Greeted by the 
children who are proud to show off their efforts and 
guided to the kitchen where the soup pots are bubbling, 
it is the people partaking in this annual tradition who 
make this day a very special one indeed. 
 
A few of the younger kids brought to the kitchen to actu-
ally “see the stones” questioned, I know, the veracity of 
the whole thing.  But when everyone’s seated around the 
tables enjoying the flavors, textures and smells of the 
finished product, its obvious we’re all believers in the 
magic of the stones. 
   Dee Billmeier 

New Member Recognition — Save the Date! 
 
New members who joined after last May 3 will be recog-
nized during the church service on December 6.  Following 
the service the Welcoming Team hosts a reception for the 
entire congregation,  Please plan on attending to welcome 
our new church members and visit with the “old” members. 

The Welcoming Team  is expanding to take an even 
more proactive approach to its mission —improving hos-
pitality to visitors and integrating new members into the 
congregation.  There are many different talents that we 
need to greet, call and shepherd— can you help? 
 
Please contact Alice Fleming at fleming.alice@gmail.com 
or 755-3418 if you would like to learn more. 

A warm welcome to our newest member Jar-
vis (Jerry) Moore.  Jerry quietly signed the 
membership book last Sunday, November 22, 
2009, making his unofficial membership offi-
cial. 

 


