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FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF MEMPHIS 
The Church of the River 

 

 

 
Location: 292 Virginia Avenue West  
(from Riverside Drive, take the Channel 3 Drive exit) 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 683, Memphis, TN 38101 
Telephone: 901.526.8631 
Fax: 901.526.8632 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Please call for appointment. 
Minister: The Reverend Burton D. Carley 
Office: Margaret Park 
Sexton: David Ford 
 

 

Wedding Information 
 
The Church of the River, with its breathtaking setting overlooking the Mississippi River, is a popular place for weddings. Weddings 
are scheduled on a first come, first serve basis.  The first to make a reservation deposit of $250 gets the choice of date and time.  This 
deposit is non-refundable.  It is important that you make arrangements well in advance of your desired wedding date.  Our church is 
not a wedding chapel.  Weddings are booked Monday - Friday after 4:00 p.m. and on Saturdays only.  Rehearsals are the day 
before the wedding after 4:00 p.m. but can be before the wedding if approved by the church office.  You may not decorate or set up 
for ceremonies on the day of the rehearsal.  IF YOU HAVE A WEDDING COORDINATOR AND/OR FLORIST, PLEASE SHOW THIS 
INFORMATION TO THEM SO THAT THEY UNDERSTAND THE CHURCH RENTAL POLICIES. 

 

Facilities: 
 
The areas that are included when someone rents the church for a 
wedding include the Sanctuary and Channing Wing, adjacent to the 
Sanctuary.  Channing Wing includes restrooms and a large room for 
the bride and her attendants to dress.  The groom and his attendants 
usually arrive dressed, but if they need to change clothes, they may 
use the restroom.  The church is handicapped accessible. There is a 
small brick courtyard located outside the Sanctuary available for 
outdoor ceremonies or photography, if desired.  If you decide to use 
the courtyard for your ceremony, you must bring your own chairs.  If 
your wedding will be late in the evening, it might be a good idea to 
bring lighting since the Sanctuary lights might not be adequate for 
your taste.  Photographers usually bring their own light so you may 
not need to bring one.  THERE ARE NO RECEPTION FACILITIES, but we 
suggest places like The Magnolia Room, The Peabody, and Spaghetti Warehouse which are close to the church and can serve your 
reception and catering needs. There are several options in downtown Memphis.  The Sanctuary seats 300 and contains a piano for 
your use.  There is an area available for other musicians you might wish to bring.  Our Sanctuary has excellent acoustics.  You may, 
however, bring your own light, sound system, microphone and musical equipment if you wish. NO SOUND SYSTEM IS AVAILABLE AT 
THE CHURCH.   
 

Time:   
 
The Sanctuary and Channing Wing are rented for 3 hours for your wedding ceremony and 2 hours for your rehearsal.  Weddings 
are booked Monday – Friday after 4:00 p.m. and on Saturdays only.  Rehearsals are the day before after 4 p.m. or at another time 
agreed to by the office.  You may purchase extra hours at $100.00 per hour.  NO DELIVERIES (florist, equipment, etc…) NO 
PARTICIPANTS or DELIVERIES (florist, equipment, etc...) will be admitted before the scheduled wedding day opening time.  
Wedding decorations may be put up during your scheduled wedding day time period not during rehearsal and any decorations 
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you use MUST be removed by the end of your wedding day time period.  This applies to any equipment or musical instruments as 
well.  You are responsible for leaving the church Sanctuary and grounds clean and for the actions of your participants.   
 
t[9!{9 5h bh¢ ah±9 !b¸ /I¦w/I C¦wbL{ILbD{Φ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŀƴƻΣ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ǘŀōƭŜǎΣ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŜǘŎΧ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ responsible 
for any property left inside the church or on the grounds.  No food, drink, candy or gum is allowed in the Sanctuary.  Please be 
responsible for your guests.  
 
***PLEASE NOTE THERE CAN BE NO CHANGE IN TIME SCHEDULING WITHOUT THE PRIOR CONSENT OF THE CHURCH OFFICE! *** 
 

Rental Fees:   
 
The total rental fee for a wedding is $500.00.  The same fee applies to outdoor weddings on church property.  A $250.00 non-
refundable deposit is required to reserve your desired date and time.  The remaining $250.00 is due 1 month before your wedding 
date.  You may make your deposit at the church in person or mail your check to our PO Box along with the completed pink and blue 
information sheets. 
 

Payment:   
 
Please make your check payable to The First Unitarian Church and mark it Wedding with the date of your wedding.  Also, be sure to 
complete the pink Marriage Information form and return it to us along with this signed form as soon as possible.  These two things 
are necessary to be put on our wedding calendar.  
 

Minister:   
 
You may use our minister or any authorized person of your choice to perform your ceremony.  If you wish the minister of The First 
Unitarian Church to perform your ceremony, you must clear the date with him personally prior to scheduling your wedding and 
please no wedding coordinators if you want Rev. Carley to perform your ceremony.  He will want to make an appointment with the 
bride and groom to meet and discuss the type of ceremony preferred.  His fee is $500.00.  Please make your check payable to The 
Reverend Burton D. Carley. 
 

Fees for our Church Members:   
 
For pledging members of our congregation, the fee is $50.00 for our sexton, David Ford, for opening and closing the church for 
rehearsal and ceremony.  Rev. Carley personally approves member rental and fees in advance. 
 
 

 
Please Note: 

¶ NO FOOD, DRINK, CANDY OR GUM IS ALLOWED IN THE CHURCH SANCTUARY! PLEASE BE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR YOUR CHILDREN AND GUESTS! 

¶ NO PARKING ON THE GRASS.  PARKING IS AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH PARKING LOT AND UP ON THE 
CIRCLE DRIVE IN FRONT OF OUR GATES. 

¶ NO RICE, BIRDSEED, FLOWER PETALS OR CONFETTI CAN BE BROUGHT OR THROWN INSIDE THE CHURCH 
OR THROWN ON THE CHURCH GROUNDS. 

¶ NOTHING CAN BE ATTACHED TO THE CHURCH PEWS EXCEPT PLASTIC FLORIST CLIPS! 

¶ PLEASE LEAVE THE CHURCH SANCTUARY AND GROUNDS CLEAN, USE TRASH RECEPTICLES AND DO NOT 
LEAVE YOUR DECORATIONS, FLOWERS or FLORIST EQUIPMENT BEHIND. 

 

 
 
I have read this information and agree to the terms described in this document. 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE:  __________________________________________________________________ 


